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Pentecostal Church Reopened "Interference" in German Church 
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UNITED STATES United Church of Christ is Formed 


Cleveland, Ohio) - A union stated to be "unique in American Protestantism" has 
joined the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
as a new denomination, the United Church of Christ. The Uniting General Synod 
joined the two churches at Cleveland, Ohio, on dune 25. 


The new church is possible, spokesmen for the union say, because "the simila- 
rities between the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed groups 
are so much greater than their differences in governnent and in church usage and 
action." The Congregational churches grew out of a seventeenth century reform move- 
ment in England and stressed Congregational church government. The Evangelical and 
Reformed has roots in the sixteenth century Continental reform movement and has held 
to the Presbyterian form of church government. 


The constitution for the new church, a statement of faith, and the coordi- 
nation of boards and agencies of the two churches will be worked out in detail by 
committees appointed by the Uniting General Synod. 


Churches of Disciples of Christ (Christian) offered special prayers on Sunday, 
June 23, on behalf of the new United Church of Christ. The Disciples' Council on 
Christian Unity, which issued the call through its executive committee, urged that 
prayers of thanksgiving be offered on June 23 particularly on behalf of fellow- 
Christians coming together in the United Church of Christ, but also "for all sin- 
cere efforts to express more fully the oneness of the Church for which Christ 
prayed." E,P.S., Geneva 


Help Goes to Flood-Stricken Communities 
The churches have sent help to Protestant families in the remote district 


of Le Queyras, France, after the recent tragic floods in the High Alps. (See 
EPS Noe25). Worked out by the French Reformed Church and the WCC's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, the help will be carried out through CIMADE, the French ecumenical 
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the Presbyterian Church of England and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. 


At the Presbyterian Assembly in Canada, the proposal received only a dozen 
votes. Later the General Assembly voted to set up a special committee to study 
the whole question of inter-church relations and to report back nextyear. 
E.eP.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Unitarians Speak against Nuclear Tests 
At its annual meeting last month, the Unitarian Church of Hungary said that 

it was of the same opinion as Dr. Albert Schweitzer in his recent radio appeal for 

the discontinuation of atomic tests. The tests, the Unitarians said, "in the West 

as well as in the East, must convince every believing, moral and thinking person" 

of the need for reverence for life. 


At the same time, the group said that it stood for "the creative and peace- 
ful human coexistence in which the principle of liberty, independence, truth and 
love may be spread abroad to the glory of God and the service of man." 


The meeting expressed the hope that newly-elected officers would renew the 


old ties of fellowship with sister churches. . B.P.o., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Old Catholics Plan Auxiliary Priesthood 


At the eighty-third meeting of the National Synod of the Old Catholic Church 
of Switzerland on June 23 and 24, an auxiliary priesthood was set up, consisting 
of educated laymen who will receive special training and then be assigned to aid 
clergymen in the parishes. 


Meeting at Basel, the Synod also decided to begin the preparatory work of 
revising the official books of the church - the missal, the ritual, the liturgical 
chants and the diocesan catechism. Before the meeting ended, the Synod affirmed 
that it shared the universal anxiety about tests of nuclear weapons. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


BULGARIA Patriarch Asks for Personal Contacts 

In a Whitsuntide greeting addressed to the Foreign 0 Office of the “ERD, Patriarch 
Cyril of the Orthodox Church in Bulgaria expressed the wish for personal contacts. 
The Patriarch's greeting was conveyed by Professor Stefan Zankow of Sofia, a well- 
known friend of the ecumenical movement. 


According to a report from the Patriarch, of the seven million people in Bul- 
garia, six million are Orthodox Christians. In addition there are nearly half a 
million Mohammedans, 10,000 Catholics, 15,000 Protestants, 10,000 gipsies and 
Oi eele) JEWS. 


At the present time there are about 120 students training for the priesthood 
at the Religious Academy of Sofia, the Patriarch has reported, while several hundred 
others are studying in another seminary. In contrast to religious academies in 
Russia where the curriculum includes the state constitution, but not dialectic mate- 
rialism, which is taught at the Academy of Sofia. The Russian Orthodox Church 
exists entirely on the voluntary gifts of Christians, but the Bulgarian Church 
receives a regular annual subsidy from the state, In Roumania, on the other hand, 
the clergy of all confessions are state employees with fixed salaries. 
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"We were and are a patriotic church", Patriarch Cyril recently explained to 
a German visitor. "For generations our clergy have shared in the movement for 
freedom in our country and for centuries they have shared in the lives of the 
oppressed and under-privileged classes. Of course, we were not communists then, 
nor are we communists today. Nor do we intend to become communists." The Church 
definitely supports peace, Said the Patriarch, because preventing another war is 
the indispensable duty of all men. The Church therefore plays an active part in 
the peace movement. "But one thing is absolutely clear to us", he said. "When 
we speak of peace and work for peace among mankind, we think first of all of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, who brought his peace to all men, whether they recog- 


nise it or not." E,P.S., Geneva 
USSR Orthodox Churchmen to Welcome Youth Visitors 


The Russian Orthodox Church has decided that its representatives will welcome 
young Christians from abroad who come to Moscow for the World Festival of Youth from 
July 28 to August ll. 


Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the Foreign Office of the Church, said the 
ehurches of the Soviet Union "greatly appreciated the keen interest taken by the 
visitors abroad in the life of the churches." An English delegation has asked to 
meet with Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant congregations and church leaders 
in Russia and the visits are being arranged. Pastors have been requested to deco-— 
rate their churches with flowers to welcome the youths. 


Only two official groups of young people from Great Britain are attending the 
festival - the Iona Youth Association and the Young Friends (Quakers). The British 
Council of Churches in April advised its members not to send any young people to 
Moscow (see EPS No.15/16). The English Quakers are travelling to Moscow as "obser- 
vers", They say that their visit is so "we may come to a deeper understanding of 


each other" and emphasize that "we do not accept the opinions and beliefs of 
Communism." E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY "A Serious Interference" with Church Life 
(Berlin) - The Berlin edition of the "Amtsblatt der EKD", the official organ of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, has been confiscated by the press office of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. The reason given was that the paper was "grossly misleading 
and untrue in its reports." . 


The number which was confiscated contained the resolutions of the all-German 
Synod in March. The government press office maintained that it spoke of "increasing 
difficulties for the work of the Church in the DDR", and objected to the Synod's 
decision to support the Council of the EKD in its efforts to arrange for pastoral 
care in the army of the DDR. The press office also criticised the petition sent 
by the Synod to the Council of the EKD to approach the Government of the DDR con- 
cerning the closing of the monastery-church at Rossleben. 


% va * * 


For the third time recently Dr. Otto Dibelius, bishop of Berlin, has been re- 
fused a permit to enter his diocese in the DDR (see also EPS No.24). The bishop 
was not able to attend the church gathering at Rathenow on June 16. In a letter to 
his pastors and church workers Bishop Dibelius described these repeated refusals to 
grant tim visas as "a serious interference with the office of a Protestant bishop 


and thus with the inner life of our Church." 
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The Synod of Saxony passed a resolution reaffirming its confidence in 
Bishop Dibelius. The resolution read: "The Synod of the Evangelical-—Lutheran 
Church of Saxony has complete confidence in Bishop Dibelius, the president of the 
Council of the EKD, and it intends to hold firm to this attitude." 


* * * % 


Bishop Dietzfelbinger of Bavaria did not receive a permit to visit Mecklen- 
burg in the DDR, either. The #vangelical-lutheran Church of Mecklenburg is the 
"foster-child" of the Church of Bavaria. Bishop Dietzfelbinger had to cancel his 
preaching and lecture-tour through Mecklenburg at the last moment because the per- 


mit did not come. E.P.S., Geneva 
| AUSTRIA Commission Appointed to Study Church-State Relations 


The Austrian government has appointed a commission to begin negotiations with 
the Vatican concerning a settlement of the controversial question of the Austrian 
Concordat and with the Protestant Church looking toward a new legal basis for the 
church. 


Protestants have hailed the move because they are anxious for a definite settle- 
ment of their relations to the state, and want the abolition of church laws passed 
after 1938 by the Hitler regime, which adversely affected both Protestant and Catho- 
lic churches. The laws were not declared invalid after World War II. 


However, evangelical circles in Vienna wich have studied the situation declare 
that a mere re-inforcement of the Austriaan Concordate of 1934,which was not prac- 
ticed during the years of the Hitler regime or since, would cause severe opposition 
by Evangelicals. If the concordat were carried out completely it would make non- 
Catholics subject to the Catholic marriage. Schools would have to be set up on a 
confessional basis rather than a secular one. Austrian schools at present are 
state-supported and provide for compulsory religious instruction. Since the mino- 
rity Protestant Church can only maintain schools in a few places, enforcement of 
the Concordat would mean Protestant children would have to attend Catholic schools. 


Compromises have been suggested which would allow a church ceremony followed 
by a civil ceremony in a registry office and which would call for private schools 
belonging to Protestant or Catholic churches to receive a state subsidy. 


Another item of vital importance to the Protestant church is the question of 
equal rights for all churches in Austria. Observers in Vienna say that the only 
basis for a new legal order is the guaranteed equality of Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. 


Certain Roman Catholic circles want the legal status of "dominating church". 
To this the new Austrian vice-chancellor, Dr. Pittmann, has repeatedly stated that 
equal status is the only possible basis for settling the question. He is a Frotes- 
tant and a leader of the Socialist Party in Austria, one of the governing parties. 


"Der Volksbote", a weekly Catholic paper published in Innsbruck, states in a 
recent leading article that the Roman Catholic Church is not interested in a Con- 
cordat which is limited to the settlement of questions of procedure and diplomatic 
relations. What concerns the Catholic Church is the spheres of social life which 

effect both church and state - the schools and marriage. "The question of the Con- 
cordat can only be solved by agreement on the points at issue - marriage and the 
schools," the article says. E.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


A small Reformed congregation at Baracska in Budapest has started a campaign 
to rebuild its war-damaged church. The tiles for the roof of the new church are al- 
ready available, but have been "lent" to another parish until the church is ready 
for the roof to be put on. In the first five weeks of the campaign, members col- 
lected 18,000 Forint toward a goal of 100,000 Forint, but it will probably take 
five or six years to get the church. During the last few years the congregation 


eet a parish room out of the ruins of the old parish house and restored the 
elfry. 


cae Bay 


The Polish Ministerial Council has decided to reduce the customs duties on 
charity-gifts. The duty on underclothing which "shows clear signs that it has been 
worn" is now only 5 zloty per kilogram. The duty is the same on "basic foodstuffs" 
such as flour, oatmeal and peas, and also on fresh fruit. Medicines are to be en- 
he of customs duty, but the duty on new materials and new shoes will still 
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In the forests of Armainvilliers 3,000 gipsies, with their children, recently 


gathered from all over France for a Protestant Kirchentag. Four hundred caravans 


formed a circle round the big tent and observers report that many confessions of 
faith were given in the evening round the fire. The climax of the Kirchentag was 
a huge baptismal service and a wedding where 28 Protestant gipsy-couples were 
married, 


ae hs 


A little 15th-century church has now been placed at the disposal of German 
Protestants still living in Breslau. Hitherto their meetings and services were 
held in a hall. The Government in Warsaw has made a grant of 200,000 zloty towards 
the cost of furnishing the interior of the church. Another 415,000 zloty are still 
needed. 


ea ets, 


Thirteen non-Jewish religious groups have now been recognised by the Govern- 
ment of Israel as autonomous bodies. These include some of the Orthodox and 
Catholic churches, Moslem groups and the Bahai groups. The Protestant churches, 
however, have not yet been granted this status. 


* 


Athenagoras, the Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, advocated closer 
cooperation between the Orthodox Church and German Protestants, in a discussion 
with a representative of the German weekly paper "Christ und Welt", The Patriarch 
was in favour of arranging exchanges of students between the Orthodox Church and 
the Protestant Church of Germany, and of opening an Orthodox theological seminary 
in a German university towne He thought the most suitable place would be Bonn, 
where two Greeks were already lecturing at the University. 
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A Protestant centre has just been installed at Le Havre, France. In addition 
to its various activities, it will be able to provide comfortable rooms for girls who 
come to study or to work in le Havre. 


x 


The first mosque was recently built in the German Federal Republic by the 
Ahmadiyya Mission (a Moslem sect) at Hamburg-Stellingen. The Ahmadiyya movement 


“Stated that other mosques would be built in Nuremburg and Hanover and later also in 


the Rhineland. Mohammed Zafrulla Khan (former Foreign Minister of Pakistan and now 
a judge at the International Court of Justice at the Hague) said that Islam regarded 
Germany and the rest of Europe as "stepping-stones towards converting the whole of 
humanity" to Mohammedanism. 


x 


A new series of pamphlets on Christian evangelism in contemporary situations is 
being published by the United Society for Christian Literature and the Iutterworth 
Press, London. Editor is Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, secretary of the Department on 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. First in the series is "Resurgent 
Religions", written by Bishop 5. Kulandran of the Church of South India. 


whee eS 


On June 15 the first Imtheran World Service Vocational Training Centre was 
opened in Hong Kong. It will accommodate 20 students for a six-months sewing, 
embroidery and machine knitting course. There also will be classes in typing, book- 
keeping and basic English. 


A new 24-page booklet has just been published by the YMCA-YWCA as an intro- 
duction to its 1957 Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. The booklet includes Bible 


readings for the year and special readings for the Week of Prayer, November 10-16, 


* 


The Anglican and Methodist congregations in Konnongorring, Australia, have be- 
gun negotiations for building a jointly owned church. Services, however, will not 
be combined. 


as baa 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has decided that women 
may become elders and deacons in congregations. Admission to the preaching ministry 
depends on special permission. At the same time the Swiss Protestant Church of the 
Canton of Vaud, Lausanne, has decided that women may be elected to a church office 
provided that the husband is not holding a post in the same church. B.P.S., Geneva 


up oe 


Correction: 
The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 


of Churches is supplying the paper for 200,000 copies of the new hymnal of the Re- 
formed Church in Hungary. However, the Division is not providing the paper for 
100,000 Hungarian Bibles. The cost is being met by the American Bible Society and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society (see EPS No.20, page 6). 
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